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Conference acknowledgements and introduction 

Welcome to the Conference 

A very warm welcome to the 18th Australasian Cave and Karst Management Conference. This is the third 
ACKMA Conference to be held in the south west corner of Western Australia, the first held in 1981 at 
Yallingup was attended by 24 delegates, the second at Margaret River in 1991 was attended by 47 delegates, 
and this, the third, is expected to be attended by over 90 delegates (though please don’t ask me the final 
number until after the conference!) 

 

The Leeuwin-Naturaliste area in the South-west of Western Australia is an area of great natural charm and 
beauty. A stunning coastline of white sandy beaches interspersed with rocky headlands is fringed by 
limestone reefs and world class surf. Other natural features are the majestic forests, the south west’s largest 
river, the Blackwood, and of course, the caves. 

 

Caves were the first ‘tourist attractions’ in the region, and indeed within the south west of W.A., with many 
being opened for tours in the early years of the 20th Century. The earliest reserves (part of the present day 
Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park) were put aside for ‘protection of caves and flora health and pleasure resort’. 

 

Today the caves remain a great attraction, though now the region is known for much, much more. 
Vineyards producing world acclaimed wines, boutique breweries, fine dining, arts and crafts, chocolate, 
cheeses, and olives are just some of the attractions. 

 
The Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park, stretching 110km 
between Cape Naturaliste in the north and Cape Leeuwin 
in the south encompasses most of the remaining forested 
areas and includes much of the limestone in the area.  

 

Four small enclaves within the National Park are vested in 
the two local tourism associations and contain the major 
show caves – Ngilgi, Mammoth, Lake and Jewel. 

 

The conference hosts are the Department of Environment 
and Conservation, the agency that manages Western 
Australia’s National Parks and the 100’s of caves and karst 
features within them, including Calgardup, Giants, Crystal 
(Yanchep National Park); the Augusta Margaret River 
Tourism Association, manager of Caveworks, Mammoth, 
Lake and Jewel Caves; and Geographe Bay Tourism 
Association, manager of Ngilgi Cave. 

 

Those of us fortunate enough to make this place our home 
proudly welcome you to this beautiful part of the world. 

 

Anne Wood 

Conference Convenor 
Anne Wood. Photo: Kent Henderson 
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Yours in Cave and Karst Management, 
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Caveworks, Margaret River .Photo – Kent Henderson 

 

Interpretation at Calgardup Cave. Photo – Kent Henderson 
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Conference Photo, Margaret River, Western Australia (R. Webb. photo) 
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